Firearm Safety Rules

Firearm safety is the foundation of responsible gun ownership. Understanding and following essential
safety rules not only protects you but also everyone around you. This guide provides comprehensive
information on safe handling, storage, and operation of firearms. Whether you are new to firearms or an
experienced shooter, revisiting these rules ensures safety remains your top priority.

1. The Four Fundamental Rules of Firearm Safety

» Treat every firearm as if it is loaded: Never assume a gun is safe, always check it yourself.

* Never point a firearm at anything you are not willing to destroy: Always maintain proper muzzle
discipline.

» Keep your finger off the trigger until your sights are on target and you are ready to fire: This
prevents accidental discharges.

* Be sure of your target and what is beyond it: Bullets can travel great distances, so know what lies
behind and around your target.

2. Safe Handling Practices

* Always perform a chamber check when handling a firearm.

» Keep firearms pointed in a safe direction at all times.

* Use the correct ammunition for your firearm.

» Wear proper eye and ear protection when shooting.

» Never handle firearms under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or impairing medication.

3. Safe Storage Practices

» Store firearms unloaded when not in use.

» Use a gun safe, lockbox, or secure cabinet to restrict unauthorized access.

» Use chamber locks or trigger locks for added security.

* Store ammunition separately from firearms.

» Educate family members about firearm safety and keep firearms out of reach of children.

4. Range and Hunting Safety

* Follow all range rules and instructions from range officers.

* Keep firearms unloaded until on the firing line and ready to shoot.

» Be aware of your surroundings and other shooters.

» When hunting, wear blaze orange or high-visibility clothing to increase safety.

» Communicate clearly with hunting partners to avoid misidentification and accidents.

5. Emergency Procedures

« If a firearm malfunctions (misfire, hangfire, squib load), keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction
and wait before clearing.



« In case of accidental discharge, prioritize medical help immediately if injuries occur.
» Have a first aid kit and trauma supplies accessible when shooting.
 Always know the address of your location in case emergency services need to be contacted.

Conclusion

Firearm safety is a lifelong responsibility. By following these rules and reinforcing them through
practice, you can significantly reduce the risk of accidents. Responsible gun owners make safety their
top priority, ensuring that firearms remain tools of sport, hunting, and self-defense without unnecessary
risk.
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