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Emergency Procedures & Firearm Maintenance Guide

Introduction

Owning and operating a firearm comes with serious responsibilities. Beyond knowing how to shoot safely, you
must also prepare for emergencies and maintain your firearm to ensure its reliability. This guide covers two
essential areas every firearm owner should master: 1. Emergency Procedures — what to do if accidents or
malfunctions occur. 2. Firearm Maintenance — how to keep your gun in top condition for long-term performance
and safety. Both are equally critical for responsible firearm ownership.

Part 1: Emergency Procedures

Immediate Response to an Accident

« Stay Calm — Panic leads to poor decisions. Take a deep breath and assess the situation quickly. « Secure the
Firearm — Engage the safety (if possible), unload, and place it in a safe direction. « Check for Injuries — Prioritize
human life above all else. « Call 911 Immediately — Provide clear information: location, nature of injury, and
whether firearms are present. « Apply First Aid — Stop bleeding with direct pressure, use a tourniquet if necessary,
and keep the injured person calm until help arrives.

Handling a Firearm Malfunction

Malfunctions happen even with well-maintained firearms. Know the standard responses: ¢ Misfire (Trigger Pull,
No Bang) - Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. - Wait 30—60 seconds (hang fire possibility). - Eject the
round safely and examine the cartridge. « Squib Load (Soft or Unusual Sound, Weak Recoil) - Stop firing
immediately. - Do not attempt to clear by firing again. - Check barrel for obstruction and clear with proper tools. ¢
Stovepipe Jam (Casing Stuck in Ejection Port) - Tap the magazine to ensure it's seated. - Rack the slide firmly to
clear. - Reassess before firing again. « Double Feed - Lock the slide open. - Remove the magazine. - Rack the
slide multiple times to clear rounds. - Reload and continue if safe.



Firearm Safety Failures

If a firearm is dropped, damaged, or has a safety that doesn’t engage: ¢ Stop using it immediately. « Tag it as
unsafe. « Have it inspected by a qualified gunsmith.

Emergency Preparedness Checklist

« Fully stocked first aid kit (including tourniquet, bandages, gloves). ¢ Fire extinguisher in case of range or ammo
fire. « Cell phone or radio to call emergency services. « Emergency contacts list readily available.

Part 2: Firearm Maintenance

Safety Before Maintenance

« Unload the firearm completely. « Remove magazine and clear the chamber. « Point in a safe direction at all
times. « Double-check before starting.

Tools & Supplies You'll Need

« Cleaning rod or bore snake. ¢ Patches and bore brushes. ¢ Solvent (for powder and carbon removal). ¢ Lubricant
(oil or grease depending on firearm). « Nylon brush and cloths. ¢ Protective gloves and eye protection.

Step-by-Step Cleaning Process

1. Field Strip the firearm per manufacturer’s instructions. 2. Clean the Barrel — Apply solvent, brush, then push
patches until clean. 3. Clean the Action — Wipe carbon buildup from bolt, slide, chamber, and trigger group. 4.
Lubricate — Apply a thin coat of oil to moving parts; avoid over-lubrication. 5. Reassemble — Ensure all parts are
properly aligned. 6. Function Check — Cycle the action, engage the safety, and dry fire (if safe to do so) to confirm
operation.

Routine Maintenance Schedule

« After Every Use — Clean and lightly oil. « Monthly (Even if Unused) — Wipe down, check for rust or dust. ¢
Annually — Full inspection by a qualified gunsmith.

Long-Term Storage Tips

« Store in a locked safe with controlled humidity. « Use a silica gel pack or dehumidifier to prevent corrosion. ¢
Store ammunition separately. ¢ Always secure with cable lock or chamber flag if required.

Conclusion

Being a responsible firearm owner means more than learning how to shoot. You must be prepared for
emergencies and know how to maintain your firearm to ensure safety and performance. By mastering emergency
procedures and maintenance techniques, you protect not only yourself but also those around you.
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